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ABOUT THE WORK

Portraits of the Odyssey is a programmatic work based on Homer’s epic The Odyssey. The seven
short movements portray some of the characters and places Odysseus visits during his journey
from Troy back to his home in Ithaca at the end of the Trojan War. The war had lasted ten years,
and it takes another ten years of traveling and adventures before he finally makes it home.
Along the way he is almost eaten by a giant, his crew is temporarily turned into pigs, he travels
to Hades to speak to the spirits, he hears the beckoning song of the Sirens, his crew is eaten by a
monster, his ship is wrecked in a whirlpool, and he is held captive by an amorous goddess. With
his cunning (and the help of the goddess Athene), Odysseus finally makes it home, only to have
to battle his faithful wife’s suitors.

The colorful adventures are brought to life in this work through the use of harmony, rhythm,
and orchestration. The non-traditional harmonic language creates a landscape that
encompasses both a dissonant tension and an exotic beauty. The various rhythms used attempt
to capture the feel of each character or place. Lastly, the orchestration showcases many solo
instruments, allowing the featured instrument the freedom and expression to portray an
individual character. Besides these musical elements, some effects are also created through the
use of extended performance techniques and unusual percussion instruments.

A version of the work for ten winds and percussion was first performed in July 1998, and the
complete work for wind ensemble was premiered in November 1998, performed by the US Air
Force Band of the West.

INSTRUMENTATION
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Stacey Berk’s engaging compositions have been performed in cities across the United States.
She has received numerous commissions for chamber, wind, and orchestral works. Her
compositions often have a programmatic or literary reference, and her works cover a broad
spectrum of styles. Stacey is currently Associate Professor of Oboe and Music Theory at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. For more information about Stacey’s works, please visit:
http://www.berkworks.com.
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II. CIRCE’S COTTAGE

Where men feast jovially before they are transformed into pigs
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The Land of the Dead
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IV. SIRENS

Sea Nymphs whose singing enchants men to their deaths
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V. SCYLLA & CHARYBDIS

A six-headed monster and a deadly whirlpool by which ships must try to pass
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VI. CALYPSO'S LAMENT

ted

is unrequi

A beautiful island goddess whose love for Odysseus
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VII. ITHACA B

Odysseus’ home, where he battles the townsmen to regain his castle and wife
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Double Reed Music by Stacey Berk

To Daffodils
Medium Voice and English horn

Myths
Solo Oboe

Hungarian Wraps a Reed (Liszt/arr. Berk)
2 Oboes, English horn, Bassoon

Oboi, Oboi!
2 Oboes and 2 English Horns

Fanfare for the Common Mandrel
2 Oboes, English horn, 2 Bassoons

Pasticcio Dandy
2 Oboes, English horn

A Moon and a Mountain Away
2 Oboes, English horn, Bassoon and Narrator

Swingin’ the Spring
Oboe, 2 English Horns, 2 Bassoons

The Reed-Makin’ Blues
2 Oboes, English horn, 2 Bassoons

Ladder Jive
2 Oboes, English horn, 2 Bassoons

Large and Small Ensemble Works by Stacey Berk

Portraits of the Odyssey (Wind Ensemble or Double Quintet)

Novae (Concert Band)

Fanfare Jubilee (Wind Ensemble)

Phrygian Festival Overture (Concert Band)

Alice in Wonderland (Ballet with Symphony Orchestra or Chamber ensemble)
Doodling Through History (Double Woodwind Quintet)

Summer Scenes (Double Woodwind Quintet, Marimba, Vibraphone)

Valley Song I/Valley Song Il (Tenor and Piano)

Little Child (Soprano and Harp or Piano)

Cornucopian Fanfare (Horn octet)

Avian Suite (Woodwind Quintet)



